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“Welcome to the Spring Edition  
of Weehtamakaywin” 
 

We hope that the readers of Weehtamakaywin enjoyed the 
September 2010 edition that focused on the 25th Annual 
Mamohitowin that was hosted by Missanabie Cree.  In our 
continuing attempts to reach out to the membership of our 
communities, we thought it important to continue with an April 
2011 circulation of Weehtamakaywin, Niska Peesim edition.  
 
The spring season brings much anticipation to our communities 
as people are hurriedly preparing for the spring harvest season.   
Many of us here at Mushkegowuk are the same.  Many of us will 
go to our camps for a quick evaluation of required renovations, 
material lists are made, purchased and transported to our hunting 
sites to make our family’s stay more comfortable and enjoyable.   
 
For many of us this will be a time to enjoy, relax and spend time 
with friends and family as well as to replenish our food supply for 
the coming months. 
 
Last spring, with the quick thaw and warm weather, many of us 
did not enjoy a productive harvest and for the past year, many 
have yearned for the taste of a roast goose.  Hopefully, Mother 
Nature cooperates and the weather will be as normal as it can be.   
 
Speaking of Mother Nature and weather, the spring thaw is upon 
us.  This means that the breakup of our rivers is around the 
corner.  The traditional knowledge of our Elders will advise us of 
what we may expect.  Their knowledge and advice will be the 
basis of what actions our leaders will take should an emergency 
situation arise.  As usual, the Mushkegowuk Emergency Services 
Coordinator Wilbert Wesley will be ready and available to assist 
member First Nations in their duties at the community level.  
 
On behalf of the Chiefs, Deputy Grand Chief Leo Friday, Regional 
Elder Jackie Fletcher and all the staff at Mushkegowuk Council, we 
wish all hunters and their families a safe and enjoyable Spring 
Harvest.  
 
All My Relations 
 
Grand Chief Stan Louttit 
 
 

 
 
Treaty Diaries Making News 
 
I visualize Daniel George McMartin listening as the Commissioner 
appointed by Ontario at the signing of the James Bay Treaty 
(Treaty #9) in 1905/06.  I visualize him taking personal notes for 
his personal diary.  Taking notes of what he heard being said by 
his fellow Treaty Commissioners.  I visualize him being very 
attentive to the details of what was said, knowing that what was  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
being said was very different than what was written in the Treaty 
9 document that was brought to us by the Commissioners.  I  
wonder as I visualize this, if Daniel George McMartin knew that 
the wording of the Treaty 9 document was an attempt by the  
federal government to take up our lands.  I know he knew this. 
And I knew he knew that one day his diaries would surface to 
help the native people. This is what is going on today.   
 
I visualize as well, our ancestors during the Treaty making time.  I 
visualize them listening to what was being said. Because they did 
not have the opportunity to understand the Treaty document, 
they relied on what was being said by the Commissioners. Our 
ancestors knew that the proceedings were being recorded and 
time and time again, they pushed the Commissioners to repeat 
what they had said, not what was written.   
 
The written Treaty 9 document states that “His Majesty the King, 
hereby agrees with the said Indians that they shall have the right 
to persue their usual vocations of hunting, trapping and fishing 
throughout the land, excepting such tracts as may required or 
taken up from time to time for settlement, mining, lumbering, 
trading or other purposes.  
 
In other words, the government is saying, ‘you can keep using the 
land, but if we need it, we will take it.’ 
 
But our ancestors were too smart and they knew that the 
proceedings were being recorded.  In Fort Albany, in Moose 
Factory, in New Post, in Osnaburg, in Fort Hope, in Marten Falls, 
the same things were said to our ancestors, ‘you can keep using 
the lands as you always did’.  It is not written anywhere in the 
diaries of the section that deals with “but if government needs the 
land, they can take it’, nothing what so ever about that in the 
diaries, only in the Treaty document that our ancestors were not 
given to look at, read, understand and analyze.   
 

From the Office of the Grand Chief 
 

(L-R)  Chief Andrew Solomon, Grand Chief Stan Louttit, 
National Chief Shawn Atleo, Chief Jonathon Solomon, 
Chief Theresa Spence 
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I’m happy to say that this winter as been very busy for 
me here at the Mushkegowuk Council office, including 
the Grand Chief and Staff. The beginning of the new 
started off with a meeting of the Council of Chiefs in the 
community of Peawanuck. The meeting in Peawanuck 
was a tremendous good experience and we feel that we 
that we accomplish a lot at this meeting; as there were no 
cell phones to bug you every once in a while like we have 
experience in southern communities. The most 
important of all was that we had a general meeting with 
the membership.  They asked a lot of questions about 
why they pulled out of the Mushkegowuk organization 
and they expressed some interest in joining the Council 
again sometime in the future.   
 
I don’t want to say too much about the rest of the 
conferences we had over this winter, perhaps Grand 
Chief Louttit or other reports will report on the Treaty 
Conference and the PIMATISIWIN Conference.      
I would like to focus more on the exciting part of our task 
that related to our youth which is the Challenge Cup and 
few other things that involve our young people. In 
February 2011 more than 400 young hockey players 
registered for the 4th annual Challenge Cup hockey 
tournament. This was a great turn out and the whole 
event went very well thanks to the involvement of a lot of 
sponsors and volunteers. 
 
I decided to get some informal feedback this year 
because we are always looking at ways to improve the 
tournament. I spoke to both adults and players. Some 
people felt that the tournament should not have any non-
native players. When I spoke to youth, they indicated 
that they wanted them involved. They wanted to play 
hockey against non-native players and also have them on 
their teams. This is a big issue and I think we need to 
look into it further before we change anything. A few 
people were unhappy that some teams had “picked 
up/import” players from other communities. I think that 
“pick ups” need to be carefully controlled – we want to 
ensure that they are only used when teams need them to 
fill out their rosters. This is especially a problem in our 
smaller communities and in certain age groups. 
 
We had hoped to have more cultural and educational 
components held in conjunction with the tournament. In 
future years we want to add displays, training programs  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
about traditional ceremonies as well as visits to schools 
and Northern College for hockey players from up north. 
 
We held the tournament in Timmins because that city 
has the facilities (arenas and accommodation) to host a 
major event. Some people would like to see the Challenge 
Cup rotate among our communities. For the time being 
we are planning on sticking with Timmins but can 
explore other options. A lot of  youth told me that they 
enjoyed the chance of getting out to the city and having a 
chance to see friends and family there. 

 
People recognize the need for our communities to have training 
programs for coaching and first aid. I have been invited to make 
rounds to discuss what we can do about this and I am happy to 
do whatever I can. Next year, I would like to see more formal 
feedback from youth, parents, volunteers and sponsors. We are 
looking into setting an online survey and are interested in 
suggestions about the best way to handle this. 
 
The other project that I wanted to touch on very little is the 
Regional Youth Council and having a Youth Grand Chief for the 
Mushkegowuk First Nations.   The Mushkegowuk Council is 
working with the Youth to re-activate the Regional Youth 
Council. We held a meeting in Timmins in late March to discuss 
this with a group of youth from many of our communities. We 
are asking for two representatives, aged 12 to 30, from each 
community to represent their community on the Regional 
Youth Council. Part of the meeting dealt with ways the youth 
council could become self supporting. Youth were interested in 
revenue sources and business opportunities. 
 
We are also working on developing an alternative election 
process to elect the Youth Grand Chief this summer. An official 
election cannot be held until the Mushkegowuk Council’s 
Election Code is amended and approved at the next 
Mamohitowin (annual general assembly) which is scheduled 
for September 2011.   
 
So at this time I just want to leave it at that for now until after 
all the Canada geese have all return to their homeland to 
multiply and our harvesting is completed. We will update you 
more on the issues after the spring harvest.   
Finally, I just wanted to express my sincere greetings to all the 
hunters for the spring of day is at hand and always be alert and 
careful in everything you do. Teach your children to be great 
hunters.  
 
As always, if you have any questions or comments get in touch 
with me. 
 
Meegwetch. 
Deputy Grand Chief Leo Friday 
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For very important and legitimate reasons, the James Bay 
Treaty – Treaty No. 9 file continues to generate a 
significant level of interest and concern within our 
communities, the general public, resource development 
sector (mining/forestry) and Governments of Canada 
and Ontario. Grand Chief Stan Louttit, with the support of 
the Mushkegowuk Council of Chiefs continues to advance 
this major file on a priority basis.   
 
At the James Bay Treaty Conference held in Fort Albany 
on February 1-3, 2011, conference delegates (elders, 
youth and chiefs) spoke very strongly about taking action 
now.  Grand Chief Stan Louttit summarized the three day 
conference by stating “we have many challenges before us.  
But with the unity I have felt during the last 3 days and the 
commitment of the conference delegates especially the 
Youth, I feel very strongly that we can make a difference in 
moving the Treaty agenda forward. There will be 
challenges, yes, but we can make a difference.”  
 
A very important strategy in the Action Plan is to educate 
the public on the Treaty making process and Oral 
Promises and Agreements. Acting on this strategy, Grand 
Chief Louttit continues to provide presentations on “The 
Real Agreement As Orally Agreed To” for any 
organization or government interested. So far, 
presentations were made at Northern College, Nipissing 
University, Nishnawbe Aski Nation Chiefs Meeting, Chiefs 
of Ontario, Great Moon Gathering, and for the Ivy 
Foundation.   
 
During the Treaty Conference and at most Treaty 
discussion tables, the section of the written Treaty 
document referred to as the “Taken Up Clause” draws 
most of the attention and discussion. Grand Chief’s 
presentation titled “The Real Agreement As Orally 
Agreed To” also focuses on the Taken Up Clause. The 
section referred to as the “Taken Up Clause” within the 
written James Bay Treaty – Treaty No. 9 document 
basically states that “they shall have the right to pursue 
their usual vocations of hunting, trapping and fishing 
throughout the tract surrendered land (then later within 
the same clause) states; excepting such tracts as may be 
required or taken up from time to time for settlement, 
mining, lumbering, trading or other purposes. According 
to historical and legal research, testimonies and 
understandings of our elders, the latter part of this clause 
was never mentioned to the Cree by the Government 
Treaty Commissioners. In fact, like the other 
Commissioner’s diaries, Treaty Commissioner Daniel 
MacMartin’s recently found diary contains all other 
information that was agreed to, but there is no mention 
of the latter part of the clause in his dairy.  
 

 
 
 

2 Pages of Daniel G. MacMartin’s 

Personal Diary 
  

 

 

After 100 years, Ontario’s Treaty Commissioner – Daniel 
G. MacMartin’s complete personal diary is found in the 
Queen’s University Archives.  (considered as significant 
evidence.) No reference or notes on the “Taken Up 
Clause” mentioned or recorded in any reports or diaries; 
WHY? 
 
The Commissioner’s Diaries record many Oral Promises 
that were made to the First Nations at Treaty making 
time, which were not recorded in the Official written 
document.  The Diaries support the Elders’ story that 
they never gave up their land. 
Commissioners were not allowed to change any part 
of the prepared Treaty document. (Text of the written 
Treaty…..the Commissioners were empowered to offer 
certain conditions, but were not allowed to alter, add to 
them in the event of their not being acceptable to the 
Indians).  
For the first time, a province was a party to the 
Treaty making process. 
1894 agreement between the Dominion of Canada and 
the government of the province of Ontario……“that any 
future Treaties with the Indians in respect of territory in 
Ontario to which they have not before the passing of the 
said statutes surrendered their claim aforesaid shall be 
deemed to require the concurrence of the government of 
Ontario.” 
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The Real Agreement as Orally Agreed to (The James Bay Treaty) 
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Treaty Promises Conference 

Kashechewan First Nation,   Nov. 17, 1987 

 
Late Respected Elder- James Wesley 

(Speaking at the Treaty Promises Conference Kashechewan 

First Nation, Nov. 17, 1987) 

“Henry Rueben said when he was there that they wrote down 

the important things that were said.  There was a minister, his 

name was Mr. Northam.  He told him maybe these things were 

burned or thrown away on account of the jealousy of free 

speaking, when the promises were made. That’s what he told 

him.  We believe what he said. That did happen to the things 

that were written down. They were destroyed.”  “He says he 

was sitting there and saw them writing the important 

things.  There was someone there that did the writing.  So 

this is what is lost.  Maybe one day it will show up.  I Believe 

in the Bible.  It says in the Bible that the things that were 

told in darkness will be also told in light. That’s how I 

understand it. It is very hard.  It will be told yet one day”.  

Did James (Jeemis) Wesley have a vision that one 

day the diaries would surface?  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Moving Forward Action Plan on 
the Oral Treaty Promises 
 
As a result of the discovery of the Treaty Diaries and the Treaty 
Conference that was held in Fort Albany on February 1-3, 2011,  
a Moving Forward Action Plan was developed on the subject.  
The action plan has 2 broad vision/goal statements as follows: 
 
-ACHIEVE RESPECT AND RECOGNITION FOR OMUSHKEGO 
TREATY AGREEMENT-THE REAL AGREEMENT AS ORALLY 
AGREED TO 
-IMPLEMENTATION OF THE REAL TREATY—A FUTURE FOR 
OMUSHKEGO LANDS AND CHILDREN 
 
These broad goals are supported by the following action items: 

 Engage both levels of government on a Nation to 

Nation basis 

 Continue with Nation Building 

 Design and create Omushkego laws 

 Educate outside organizations and individuals 

interested in our territories 

 Empower and collaborate with the Youth 

 Implement a public awareness campaign 

 Curriculum development on the Treaty in schools 

 Develop and secure international relations and 

support 

 Explore litigation options 

 
Certainly, with the Treaty Diaries findings, this creates an 

opportunity to correct a wrong.  Much work needs to be done 

and the leadership will rely on the citizens to assist in our 

continuing work on this subject.   

 

The Moving Forward Action Plan honors and respects the 

vision and intelligence of our Grandfathers (ancestors) that 

accepted the terms of the James Bay Treaty – Treaty No. 9 as 

orally presented by the Crown.  Further, this Action Plan 

captures the main themes, key points and the direction given 

by the Omushkego that participated in the James Bay Treaty – 

Treaty No. 9 Conference held in Fort Albany.    

 

As mandated by the Omushkego, the Mushkegowuk Council of 

Chiefs has endorsed, will monitor and report on the progress of 

our Moving Forward Action Plan. In order for the Omushkego 

to achieve the vision and aspirations of our ancestors, this 

Action Plan will require all the support and cooperation from 

our citizens, entities, partners and everyone else that wants to 

correct the wrong that exists in Canada. In the coming weeks 

and months ahead and with news bulletins like 

Weehtamakaywin, we will strive to keep you informed of the 

progress of this file and as always, we look forward to your 

continued support in the work that we do.  

A second James Bay Treaty Conference is planned for June 2011 

with Moose Cree being the host community.  
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What Does All This Mean? 
 

☞ Puts the Whole Treaty document in a  

     different context; 

☞ Confirms what the Elders have been saying  

    “sharing”;  

☞ Better negotiating position; 

☞ Legal Challenge; 

☞ Negotiations or Litigation; 

☞ Engage the Governments;  

☞ Need to Educate the Public; 

☞ A better life for our children; 

☞ An opportunity to “correct the wrong.” 
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PRESS RELEASE 
Mushkegowuk Council expresses concern 
regarding the disastrous oil spill in the Gulf 
of Mexico. 

 

(Moose Factory, Ontario - July 29, 2010). While the 
efforts to maximize the containment and the cleanup of 
the oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico continues, First Nation 
leaders thousands of miles away from the Gulf of Mexico 
are very concerned and frightened about the possible 
environmental and health impacts of this disaster on the 
food chain that the Mushkegowuk people have sustained 
themselves with for hundreds of years. 

 
In a letter to Prime Minister Harper of Canada and 
President Obama of the US, Grand Chief Stan Louttit 
expresses deep concern about the impacts on the 
migratory birds, the waters and the environment.  As 
well, the Grand Chief reminds the Prime Minister and the 
President of the Convention for the Protection of 
Migratory Birds in Canada and the United States.  In his 
letter, the Grand Chief reminds the leaders that “each 
party (Canada and the US), is required to take 
appropriate measures to preserve and enhance the 
environment of migratory birds and to prevent damage 
of such birds and their environments, including damage 
resulting from pollution.” 

 
For generations, the Omushkegowuk (Cree) have 
sustained themselves with migratory birds namely, the 
Canada goose, snow goose and various species of ducks 
and other waterfowl. 
 
Chief Jonathon Solomon of the Kashechewan First Nation 
is equally disturbed about the disaster and the possible 
impacts on migratory birds.  “What will happen this fall 
when the geese return to the Gulf?  Will they return next 
spring? And if so, will they bring disease and 
contamination with them?”  For many people of the 
Mushkegowuk communities, these are the same 
questions that they are asking.  Grand Chief Louttit is 
hopeful that the Prime Minister and the President will 
respond to the Mushkegowuk people in a timely fashion.  
“The Prime Minister and the President both have a legal 
and moral duty to do the right thing and that is to ensure 
the preservation and health of migratory birds under the 
Convention” states Grand Chief Louttit. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Grand Chief Louttit writes letter to Prime 
Minister Stephen Harper and US President 
Barack Obama 
 
July 27, 2010 
 
The Right Honourable Stephen Harper 
Office of the Prime Minister 
80 Wellington Street 
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0A2 
Canada 
 
President Barack Obama 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20500 
United States of America 

 

 
Dear Mr. President and Mr. Prime Minister: 
 
RE: The Environmental Disaster in the Gulf Coast and its 
Harm to the Aboriginal Peoples of James Bay, Canada 
 

I am writing on behalf of my people, the Mushkegowuk 
Cree Indians, to express our sadness and deep concern 
about the recent oil spill and environmental disaster in 
the Gulf of Mexico, and about how it will affect the First 
Peoples of this continent.  
 
As the Grand Chief of Mushkegowuk Council, I am 
speaking for the Mushkegowuk First Nations, whose 
traditional territories and homeland encompass the 
western coast of James Bay in northern Ontario, Canada. 
Our people have inhabited this land since time 
immemorial. For countless centuries, our people have 
lived off the land, hunting and fishing as a means of life. 
Hunting and fishing continue to be a central part of our 
modern lives and culture, and of who we are.  
 
We have a deep foreboding that the recent disastrous oil 
spill in the Gulf of Mexico, although thousands of miles 
away, will bring great harm to our beloved and sacred 
homeland, and some of the wildlife with whom we share 
it, and the hunting and fishing that helps define us. We 
fear and dread the likelihood that the oil catastrophe will 
harm many different types of migratory birds which 
either nest near to or pass through the Gulf of Mexico 
during their yearly migration. Although the oil spill will 
be extremely lethal in the short-run, it will also have 
serious sub-lethal effects for many years, when, for 
example, fish and birds eat contaminated food in the Gulf. 
The people in our communities believe that many of our 
migratory birds will not return from the Gulf of Mexico 
this year, or will return contaminated, causing disease 
and birth defects amongst them, and perhaps us. 
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Omushkegowuk concerned about Canada and Snow Geese  
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Letter to Harper & Obama cont’d 
We especially fear that the oil spill will sicken and kill the 
native migrating goose population of our homelands. The 
yearly goose hunt is one of the essential features of our culture, 
lives, communities, and spirituality. Like many of our people, I 
myself go onto the land every year to hunt geese. I eat the geese 
I catch throughout the year, and share it with my family and the 
elders and other people in the community. Will there be fewer 
geese this year because of the oil spill in the Gulf? Will it still be 
safe for my family and  to eat what we catch? After seeing 
images of oil-soaked birds and fish in newspapers and on the 
television, these are the kinds of questions our people are 
asking, with dread in our hearts. 

When our First Nations agreed to share our land with the 

newcomers from abroad, the Canadian government promised 

our ancestors that we could continue to hunt and fish where we 

pleased as we always had done. Our right to hunt and fish has 

now been recognised and affirmed by Canada’s constitution. 

These fundamental rights are being stolen from us as the 

migratory birds which are our life and spirit are killed or 

contaminated by the Gulf oil spill. 

I have addressed this letter to yourselves, the President of the 

United States of America and the Prime Minister of Canada, 

because both countries are signatories to the international and 

legally binding Convention for the protection of migratory birds 

in Canada and the United States. According to the Convention, 

each party is required to take appropriate measures to 

preserve and enhance the environment of migratory birds and 

to prevent damage to such birds and their environments, 

including damage resulting from pollution.  

President Obama, we respectfully urge your government to live 

up to this commitment by doing everything in its power to 

reduce the harm to migratory birds caused by the Gulf oil spill, 

and by ensuring that a disaster such as this never occurs again.  

Prime Minister Harper, we ask that your government use all its 

powers under the Convention to take specific steps to the 

greatest extent possible to protect Canada’s migratory birds, 

and our treaty and inherent Aboriginal rights, in the present 

difficult circumstances. 

We are the First Peoples of this land, and it saddens us that 

those who have joined us here have allowed such a disaster in 

the waters and on the land, which we should all be able to 

share, with each other and with our children. Your laws now 

require your governments to act. We respectfully ask that you 

do so. 

Yours truly, 

Grand Chief Stan Louttit 
Mushkegowuk Council 
 
 

 
(Photo – Rick & Nora Bowers/Bowers Photo) 

 
 

Office of the Prime Minister’s response to  
Grand Chief Louttit’s letter 
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US Response to Grand Chief Louttit’s letter 

 

 
 

Canada Geese and Snow Geese 
are not likely to be seriously 
impacted  
Submitted by: Chris Sharp, Population Management Biologist 

Canadian Wildlife Service, Environment Canada 

 (March 23, 2011) 

 

The Gulf of Mexico is a key wintering area for a number of 

species of migratory birds, many of which are very important to 

Mushkegowuk culture. The Mushkegowuk Council has 

expressed its concern that the large oil spill that occurred in the 

Gulf of Mexico last spring may have had negative effects on the 

birds that use these habitats.  However, the impacts to birds 

returning to the breeding grounds in Canada may not be as 

serious as initially feared. Certainly, the species of most interest 

to Mushkegowuk First Nations’ people, Canada Geese and Snow 

Geese, are not likely to be seriously impacted. 

Canada Geese harvested by the Mushkegowuk people are from 

the Southern James Bay and Mississippi Valley Populations as 

well as temperate breeding populations from the northern 

United States, Ontario, Quebec and Manitoba. Geese from these  

populations do not typically migrate as far south as the Gulf of 

Mexico, and therefore, were not exposed to the oil spill. 

 

There are more than 13 million Lesser Snow Geese that winter 

in the midcontinent region of North America every winter. Most 

Snow Geese now spend the winter far inland from the Gulf of 

Mexico, feeding on rice fields or pasture lands. To further 

encourage this behaviour, United States Federal and State 

agencies worked to increase the availability of inland habitats 

of the type favoured by geese, primarily by working with local 

agricultural landowners to flood winter crop fields.  While 

some Snow Geese may use coastal areas for resting or feeding 

and therefore could be exposed to oil, they represent a small 

fraction of the total population. No Snow Geese have been 

found oiled or showing signs of oiling. In January 2011 the 

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries conducted a 

survey to count the number of Snow Geese spending the winter 

in Louisiana. About 540 000 Lesser Snow Geese were counted. 

Of those, no more than 19 000 (3.5%) were using habitats that 

could have exposed them to oil.  

 

This past fall and winter, the Louisiana Department of Wildlife 

and Fisheries conducted a study to determine whether 

waterfowl using habitats that had been exposed to oil were safe 

for human consumption.  The study measured Polycyclic 

Aromatic Hydrocarbons (PAH), a group of cancer-causing 

chemicals that could make waterfowl exposed to oil unsafe to  

eat. PAH was measured in liver samples from ducks using 

habitats that were exposed to the oil spill. Duck livers were 

tested because the liver is very sensitive to the presence of 

PAH; therefore, if liver samples are safe, then the rest of the 

bird is deemed safe for human consumption. Scientists 

compared PAH levels between sites that had been impacted by 

oil with those from uncontaminated sites. Species tested were 

Lesser Scaup, Blue Winged Teal, Northern Pintail and Gadwall, 

all species whose habitat preferences make them among the 

most vulnerable to oil exposure. 

 

The results of the study are encouraging as they indicated that 

even in oil-impacted areas, the PAH levels in these ducks are far 

below any level for concern. Although birds from both oil-

impacted sites and uncontaminated sites contained PAH, these 

levels were about a thousand times lower than the level 

considered to be a risk for human consumption. PAH levels in 

muscle tissues would be even lower, revealing that even ducks 

wintering in areas exposed to oil from the spill should be safe 

to eat.  

The rapid response of the United States Fish and Wildlife 

Service, state wildlife agencies and other partners in cleaning 

up the spill has helped to minimize the risk to the birds. 

Environment Canada’s Canadian Wildlife Service continues to 

track the situation in the gulf and will provide new information 

as it develops.  
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The Mushkegowuk Youth are collectively gaining 

strength, building capacity and moving forward to make 

some positive changes in our region.  With some support 

and guidance, the Mushkegowuk Youth are working at 

creating their own Youth Grand Chief for the 

Mushkegowuk First Nations. As well, the Youth are 

working at re-designing and re-establishing a Regional 

Youth Council.  In respect to youth councils, we 

acknowledge and commend the communities (youth) for 

creating/activating their own community youth councils.   

 

At the Pimatisiwin Conference in Kashechewan on Feb 7-

10, 2011, the Youth took a step forward by discussing the 

need for a Youth Grand Chief position and to re-activate 

the Regional Youth Council.  At the Moose Cree Youth 

Conference on March 1-3, 2011, Grand Chief Stan Louttit 

addressed the conference delegates and assured them 

that the Mushkegowuk Council and Council of Chiefs are 

in support and will do what is possible to create the 

Youth Grand Chief position and to re-activate the 

Regional Youth Council. On March 29-30, 2011, youth 

representatives from the Mushkegowuk First Nations 

conducted a meeting in Timmins to review and further 

develop a draft terms of reference for a Regional Youth 

Council. As well, they reviewed and further developed a 

draft outline of the proposed Youth Grand Chief position. 

A second (final) draft of terms of reference for the 

Regional Youth Conference and the Youth Grand Chief 

position will be reviewed by the Regional Youth Council 

in early May 2010.  

 

An official election of the Youth Grand Chief cannot take 

place until the Mushkegowuk Council’s Election Code is 

amended to accommodate the election of a Youth Grand 

Chief; and approved at the next Mamohitowin (annual 

general assembly) which is scheduled for September 

2011.  In the meantime, the Youth will be presenting an 

alternative election process to the council of chiefs for 

approval. This will enable the Regional Youth Council’s 

Board of Directors to conduct an election of an Interim 

(acting) Regional Grand Chief.    

 

Our administration office along with our legal counsel 

has started the process of amending the Mushkegowuk 

Council’s Election Code and will present at the next 

Mamohitowin (annual general assembly) for approval.   

 

 
 
Unfortunately, funding to support Youth Chief 
position(s) and Youth Councils is not a funded program 
within our annual funding agreements.  For the proposed 
YGC position and RYC, the Mushkegowuk Council along 
with support from the Mushkegowuk First Nations is 
committed to sourcing and securing short and long term 
funding to support the YGC position and Regional Youth 
Council. With all the current and future resource 
development in our homelands, there is absolutely no 
reason why the Regional Youth Council cannot capitalize 
and gain from the opportunities like everyone else.  With 
some organizational development, capacity building and 
business opportunities, the youth will prosper and be the 
“future leaders” like we always say they are. We will 
need the leadership and economic development experts 
to step up to the plate to provide guidance, advice and 
support to get the youth on their way to be self 
supporting and making positive changes in their lives 
and our nation.  
 
Through several assembly resolutions, council motions, 
and other regional forums, the Mushkegowuk First 
Nations have always supported the creation and 
operation of a Regional Youth Council/Department since 
1990.  Mainly due to the absence of annual funding for a 
regional youth program, the operation of a regional 
youth department and council continues to present 
major challenges for everyone. But, with this new energy, 
economic opportunities and brighter future, this is our 
chance and time to make the positive changes the youth 
want and rightfully deserve.   
 
Updates on the Youth Grand Chief position and Regional 
Youth Council will be provided through newsletter and 
other media in the near future.   
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Submitted by: Will Carey 
Regional Coordinator – Winter Games 
 
Hello everyone, I’m Will Carey and I was the (take a deep breath 
now) Regional Coordinator of Youth Sports and Cultural Events.  
In mid-December I was approached by Mushkegowuk to help 
them provide an ambitious project to the youth of Mushkegowuk: 
The Mushkegowuk Winter Games.   Upon signing on in January, I 
along with Phoebe Sutherland, basically hit the ground running.  
Considering the very small time frame to work with it was 
thought best to include events into the games that have already 
been in existence, namely Cree Hoops and The Mushkegowuk 
Cup.   
 
And, to also try and organize a few others: volleyball and 
culturally orientated games, and all in the month of February.  
Although this plan was thought to be the easiest it proved to be 
quite the daunting task.  February alone is the busiest month in 
terms of activities and events in the Mushkegowuk territory, with 
tournaments and conferences either every weekend or during the 
week.  This is no surprise, because the winter road makes access 
to other communities a whole lot easier; thusly, making it a prime 
time to organize events in our area. 
 
Winter Road Mash-up Co-Ed Volleyball Tournament 
On February 3rd, 2011, the 2011 Mushkegowuk Winter Games 
started off with the Winter Road Mash-up Co-Ed Volleyball 
Tournament here in Moose Factory.  Eight teams registered for 
the event which ran over two evenings and all day on a Saturday 
ending that evening.  Teams registered from Moose Factory, 
Moosonee, and Kashechewan.  In all there were approximately 50 
participants in the tournament. In the playoffs, the third place 
match saw team CCJVK from Moosonee rally against the Kash 
Maniacs from, you guessed it, Kashechewan.  CCJVK split the first 
two sets with the Maniacs thusly setting up a third set tie breaker 
which eventually was  won by CCJVK.  In the finals it was Moose 
Factory’s very own Dirty Six and The Replaceables.  Both sets 
were very close and both went into extra points.  However, Dirty 
Six was able to overcome the Replaceables by winning both sets 
and claiming the victory. Hats off to Lisa Sutherland from the John 
R. Delaney Youth Centre who was willing to step up and be the 
tournament convener just two weeks before the tournament 
began.  Also, thanks for all those that were willing to help out that 
weekend. 
 
Cree Hoops Scholastic Basketball Tournament 
This year was Cree Hoops Scholastic’s sixth tournament and this 
year they were gladly willing to partner up with the 
Mushkegowuk Winter Games.  Also this year Cree Hoops 
Scholastic hit a record number of teams with 16.  Teams 
participating in the tournament were from Moose Factory, 
Moosonee, Fort Albany, Timmins, and Waskaganish; all of which 
brought a total of approximately 160 participants. In the first 
championship game it was the first place Ministik Mystics versus 
the second place MPS Timberwolves for the Intermediate Girls 
Division.  The game was rather close throughout most of the 
game, but the dominating offensive rebounding of the  
 

 
 
 
 
 
Timberwolves proved to be too much for the Mystics and they fell 
21-10.   
 
In the next championship game it was the Intermediate Boys 
facing off against one another, the first place Ministik Tversus the 
combination Timber-Wolfpack team of DDECS/MPS. Again, it was 
close through most of the game, but the Talons just couldn’t 
compete with the Timber- Wolfpack’s athleticism and height.  In 
the end the final score was 33-25.   In the third championship 
game it was the first place NLSS Huskies versus the independent 
Moose Factory Blazers for the High School Girls Division.  The 
Blazers couldn’t match the depth of the Huskies down the stretch 
and lost to the Huskies 39-36.   
 
In the final high school match up, the High School Boys Division, it 
was the independent Timmins Bulls versus the defending Fort 
Albany Niska’s. The Niska’s fought tirelessly against the Bull’s 
throughout the game and never gave up hope, but the experience 
of the Bulls heavily outweighed the inexperience of the Niska’s 
who lead throughout the game.  However, the Bulls nearly 
faltered when their already short numbers (team of 6 players) fell 
into foul trouble.  With less than five minutes remaining the team 
was shortened to only four players when two Bulls players fouled 
out of the game.  To make matters worse for the Bulls, a third 
player fouled out with less than two minutes left in the game 
leaving them with only three players left on the floor.  But again, 
the inexperience of the Niska’s proved to be their Achilles Heel 
and they just couldn’t capitalize on the two player advantage they 
had over the Bulls.  The Bull’s managed to hold on to win the High 
School Boys Division Championship 59-51.  
 
Cree Hoops Scholastic 2011 turned out to be another huge 
success for the players and spectators.  Players had the 
opportunity to display athleticism, sportsmanship and impressive 
basketball skills; and spectators were treated to close and exciting 
games.  This tournament, with its Intermediate divisions, 
provides a showcase for developing talent in the Mushkegowuk 
area. 
 
Mushkegowuk Challenge Cup 
In its fourth year, the Mushkegowuk Challenge Cup continues to 
get bigger and bigger.  This year saw 29 teams register for the 
tourney, up from last year’s 25.  Altogether there were eight 
divisions and approximately 400 participants spread out among 
them.   
The finals took place on a Sunday afternoon at the Archie Dillon 
Sportsplex.  All teams played exceptionally well and put forth 
their best efforts, especially those who played in the four 
overtime games in the finals. 
 
In the Tykes division it was Moose Factory Tykes 2 that won over 
Moose Factory Tykes 1 in overtime.  Moose Factory Oilers won 
decisively against Kashechewan 7-1, in the Novice division.  For 
the Junior Girls division, Gillies Golden Girls won in overtime.  The 
Attawapiskat Northwind scored with 20 seconds left in a hard 
fought battle to win the championship 3-2, against Kashechewan 
in the Senior Girls division.   
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In the Atom division the Timmins Moose faced off against 
the Moose Factory Ice Hawks.  The Timmins Moose 
managed to pull off the win in overtime taking home the 
championship trophy.  In the Peewee division 
championship the Timmins Bears won over Kashechewan 
yet again in overtime. 
 
Despite a late rally which was reminiscent to the comeback 
Russia made to overcome Canada in the Gold Medal game 
of the World Juniors, Kashechewan scored three goals in 
the third but was unable to keep up the pace against 
Albany in the Bantam division Championship game.  Albany 
held on scoring one more goal to seal the championship 
victory, 7-3.  
 
In the Midget division championship game, Kashechewan 
dominated most of the game holding off the advances of 
Taykwa Tagamou (TTN).  TTN scored their only goal of the 
game in the third period but it proved to be not nearly 
enough giving the Kashechewan 67’s the victory, 5-1. 
Over the span of three days, February 25th – 27th, there 
were 60 games played in two arenas in Timmins, the 
Archie Dillon Sportsplex and the Mountjoy Arena.   A 
number which will likely climb again as this tournament 
continues to grow. 
 
A round of applause should be given to Rosanne Small in 
making sure the tournament went off without a hitch, 
although she felt like quitting a number of time she 
persevered and stuck with it until the very end, good job 
Roseanne!  And also to all the committee members and 
everyone else that was able to help out that weekend. 
 
Moose Factory Youth Gathering and Winter Games 
Cultural Competition 
A youth conference was put on by the John R. Delaney 
Youth Centre here in Moose Factory on March 1-3, 2011. 
The “Discovering Ourselves” themed conference brought in 
presenters, groups, facilitators, and entertainers who 
worked in the arts.  They put on workshops such as: 
photography, break-dancing, graffiti painting, video 
making, and many others. Participants in the conference 
included youth from Moose Factory and Moosonee, 
Kashechewan, Fort Albany and TTN.  In all there were 
approximately 100 youth who attended. 
 
The Winter Games was able to have their Cultural 
Competition on the final afternoon of the conference.  The 
Cultural Competition involved events that related to 
traditional activities.  Namely, snowshoeing, log sawing, 
wood chopping, and fire making and tea-boiling.  Teams 
would compete in these events in teams of four and they 
were relay in nature, each event involving teamwork and 
some knowledge of camping activities.   
 
 

 
Kashechewan was able to submit a team along with Moose 
Factory who had submitted two.  After some saw 
malfunctions, near axe lacerations, and the loss of a few 
toboggans due to fire, team Kashechewan was able to walk 
away with the Gold.  Kashechewan was followed by two 
young Moose Factory teams. 
 

 
 
 

Later that evening the conference put on a Dinner and Gala 
event which included guest speakers and live 
performances.  Guest speakers included former Major 
League Baseball pitcher and Right to Play representative 
Jordan Thomson, and Grand Chief Stan Louttit.  Live 
performances included vocalist Shy Anne Hovorka, and 
Joey Stylez. 
 
As the winter slowly comes to an end I would like to thank 
all those that helped out in making sure these events went 
well.  Events such as these cannot go on unless they get the 
help of people who are willing to volunteer their time.  
Probably the most important aspect of running any event 
are those that volunteer.  All too often we rely on one 
person to run things.  It is only with everyone’s help that 
we can provide many more to the youth of our area. 
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2011 Mushkegowuk Winter Games (cont’d) 

 

On behalf of the 
Mushkegowuk Youth and Mushkegowuk First Nations, 

we take this opportunity to acknowledge and Thank the 
Ministry of Aboriginal Affairs 

and 
Mushkegowuk Employment and Training Services  

for their generous financial support for the Regional 
Winter Games.  Your support and the many volunteers 

involved made the inaugural Regional Winter Games as 
successful as can be. 

GITCHI-MEEGWETCH! 
 

 

Team Kash – 2011 Gold Medalists in the Cultural Competition 
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Quick facts about the James Bay 
Treaty 

 
 The Commissioners joint letter to the Superintendent 

General of Indian Affairs, November 6, 1905 
“increasing settlement, in mining and railway 
construction in that large section of the province north 
of the height of land rendered it advisable to extinguish 
the Indian title.” 

 One member of the Commission should be nominated 
and represent Ontario. 

 The Commissioners were empowered to offer certain 
conditions, but were not allowed to alter or add to 
them in the event of their not being acceptable to the 
Indians. (quote from the Treaty) 

 The Treaty document was not translated. 
 The Commissioners did not leave the Treaty document 

with the Cree. 
 Priests and HBC staff were used as translators. 

 
 

WHAT IS A TREATY? 
An agreement between two or more NATIONS. 
 

 
 
 

ABOUT DUNCAN CAMPBELL 
SCOTT, ONE OF THE 
COMMISSIONERS APPOINTED BY 
CANADA TO MAKE A TREATY 
WITH THE CREE 
 

Duncan Campbell Scott was an author and poet and wrote 
many books about the Native people.  One of the things he 
tried to do was to ‘get rid of the Indian problem’.  Speaking 
to the Canadian Government on the creation of a Bill to 
implement the Indian Residential School system in Canada 
in 1920, he wrote; 
 
“I want to get rid of the Indian problem.  I do not think as a 
matter of fact, that the country ought to continuously 
protect a class of people who are able to stand alone.  Our 
objective is to continue until there is not a single Indian in 
Canada that has not been absorbed in the body politic and 
there is no Indian question and no Indian Department; that 
is the whole object of this Bill.” 
 
Question; are there people in Canada who still think as 
Duncan Campbell Scott did?  In Ontario? In Timmins? 
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The Commissioner’s Diaries 

record many Oral Promises 

that were made to the Cree 

people at Treaty time, which 

were not recorded in the 

official written document. The 

Diaries support the Elders’ 

story that they never gave up 

their land. 

 
Chief (late) Andrew Rickard 

Founder and 1
st

 Grand Chief of Grand 
Council Treaty No. 9 

The Written Treaty Document 



 
 
 
 

Weehtamakaywin   -  Niska Peesim Edition                                                                                                                           April 7, 2011 

 

All-Season Road Pre-Feasibility Study  
Submitted by: Ryan Small – Director of Technical Services, 
Mushkegowuk Council 
 
This project was initiated November 2009 and is approximately 
95% complete. The Engineering firm of Trow Associates  has been 
retained by Mushkegowuk Council to complete the study under 
the guidance of a project team comprised of representation from 
the communities and Mushkegowuk Council. The project entails 
the conduct of a pre-feasibility study by Mushkegowuk Council for 
the development of a Western James Bay all-season access road to 
interconnect the communities of Attawapiskat, Kashechewan, 
Fort Albany, Moosonee, and Moose Factory and connect these 
communities with the Hwy 11 corridor to the south.  The 
objective of the pre-feasibility study is to identify the preferred 
route for a road providing all-season access between the 
communities and with the Hwy 11 corridor to the south.  As such, 
future work carrying on from the pre-feasibility study will be 
utilized by these communities in development of any future 
community plans. Four routes have been evaluated and as per the 
terms of reference a recommended route has been identified.  A 
“draft” final report will be presented to the Council of Chief’s in 
April 2011 for approval. The final report will be made available to 
the public and will be located at the band office. If you have any 
questions regarding this project please contact Ryan Small (705 
658 4222) 

 
Spring Break-up 2011 
Submitted by: Wilbert Wesley 
Emergency Management Service Coordinator 
Mushkegowuk Council 
 
As spring slowly makes it way, steps have been made to prepare 
for the annual river break-up season; 
Meetings with Community Coordinators from the East Coast 
communities have been held, in preparation for river 
surveillances. 
 
We are also working alongside with Ministry of Natural 
Resources; as MNR patrols and monitors the many rivers in this 
area and provide us with accurate reports.  As done in the past we 
will be conducting Helicopter surveillances of the river in our 
locations. 
 
During this time we would like to remind the many hunters and 
families who access the river and creeks to be mindful of the 
dangers of thin ice as you make way to your spring camps. 

 

Mushkegowuk Employment and 

Training Services administers 

Northern Training Partnership 3.7 

million fund  

METS is proud to inform the readers that it will be 

administering the Northern Training Partnership Fund 

(NTPF), an initiative between Ontario, Detour, Moose Cree, 

Taykwa Tagamou and Wagoshig and the surrounding 

communities of such as 

Timmins/Cochrane/Kapuskasing/Hearst. It is a 26 month 

agreement worth 3.7 million dollars to train and prepare 

people for the Detour Gold project. Debbie Corston has 

been hired as Project Manager. We will have  more on this 

and other projects in the next  issue. 

Oral Promises/Agreements as 
Described and Written by the Treaty 
Commissioners & Secretary  
 MARTEN FALLS   Date:  July 25,1905    
Source: Diary of Commissioner Daniel MacMartin  
☞“When it was explained to them that they could hunt 
and fish as of old and they were not  restricted as to 
territory” …they gladly accepted the situation …”   
☞“Again it was put forcibly before them … that [the 
reserve] was a home for them that was being provided & not 
a hunting reserve and that they could hunt wherever they 
pleased, [upon which] they signified their assent …”  
 

OSNABURGH     Date: July 12, 1905    
Source: Commissioners Official Report , Diaries of Duncan 
Campbell Scott and Samuel Stewart.  
☞“their present manner of making their livelihood would 
in no way be interfered with” 
☞“they were assured that they were not expected to give 
up their hunting-grounds, that they might hunt and fish  
throughout all the country” 
☞“informed that they could continue to live as they and 
their forefathers had done”  
 

NEW POST   Date: Aug. 21, 1905    
Source: Diaries of Daniel MacMartin and  Samuel Stewart. 
☞ “As usual, the point on which the Indians desired full 
information as to the effect the treaty would have on their 
hunting  and fishing rights.  On being assured that these 
would not be taken from them, they expressed much 
pleasure and their willingness to sign the treaty….” 
☞ “[the band] had terms of treaty explained to them … that 
they were .. allowed as of yore to hunt and fish where 
they pleased …  
☞ Angus Weenusk replied that they accepted the terms 
as stated…” 
  

MOOSE FACTORY   Date:  Aug. 9, 1905   
Source: Diaries of Daniel MacMartin and  Samuel Stewart. 
☞  “they could follow their custom of hunting where 
they pleased”  
☞ Fred Mark replied that they ….concurred in all that 
had been said…” 
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